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Erbil Citadel Town is situated on top of 
an ar  fi cial, 32-meters high earthen 
mound, and visually domina  ng the ex-
pansive modern city of Erbil. It is believed 
to have been in con  nuous existence 
for 7000 years or even more. Thus, it 
may be regarded as the oldest con  nu-
ously inhabited se  lement in the world.

The Citadel is an ellip  cal shaped town cov-
ering slightly more than 10 hectares of dense 
fabric composed mainly of tradi  onal court-
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yard houses and built in ochre-colored bricks

Ines Ingenieros was requested by the UNES-
CO to do the studies for the conserva  on 
and restora  on of eight building groups 
at the citadel. The project involved an ex-
tensive series of studies and inves  ga  ons 
carried out by an interna  onal and a local 
team.

These studies included, for each building 
group, topographical survey, historical re-
search, architectural documenta  on and 
analysis, geotechnical studies and struc-
tural studies: sampling and analysis of the 
building materials, founda  ons and soil 
studies, report on damages and deteriora-
 on pa  erns, assessment of the structural 

stability…

The fi rst document was the report survey 
and architectural and photographic docu-
menta  on for all the buildings.

A  er that, an architectural research and 
analysis was done to study the buildings’ 
history and the changes that had occurred 
on it over the  me.

Then, the sampling and laboratory analysis 
of the exis  ng materials was done to char-
acterize their proper  es.
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The project also included the descrip  on 
and analysis of the geotechnical condi  ons, 
founda  ons and soil studies for the conser-
va  on and restora  on of the eight build-
ings.
The next study was the condi  on assess-
ment of the state of damaged and deterio-
ra  on of each building.

Also, the assessment of the structural sta-
bility and the report of damages and dete-
riora  on pa  erns were done.

All the previous studies were followed by a 
conserva  on/restora  on project. It includ-
ed technical reports, drawings, related doc-
uments, bill of quan   es and a complete 
technical specifi ca  ons document for each 
group of buildings.

The technical report explained the suggest-
ed approach for the restora  on, jus  fying 
the proposed interven  ons, in terms of de-
cision for restora  on, while maintaining the 
buildings’ authen  city and integrity.

There was also a report outlining the ap-
proach for structural interven  ons, if any, 
and material restora  on, indica  ng the ba-
sis for the approach, and the techniques 
and materials to be used.


